
Humanities subject leader action plan 2020 -21 
 
Curriculum design 
 

 

Intent 
(curriculum design, coverage and 

appropriateness) 

Implementation 
(Curriculum delivery, teaching, assessment) 

Impact 
(Attainment and progress, Reading, 

destinations) 

-The aim of the humanities curriculum is to provide 
all children with a balance of skills, concepts and 
knowledge within a historical or geographical 
context.  
 
-To build upon children’s knowledge and 
understanding from Yr1 to Y6. 
 
-To expose children in an engaging way to a wide 
and suitable range of historic and geographic topics 
as outlined in the National Curriculum.  
 
-To enable children to confidently and accurately 
recall key historical and geographical knowledge 
and information 
 
-To enable children to develop and confidently apply 
their knowledge and skills across the curriculum 
 
-To provide essential knowledge about our world 
that allows children to be educated citizens in order 
to make informed choices 
 
-For teachers to have secure subject knowledge and 
understanding of the Humanities curriculum 
coverage 
 

-Humanities lessons are taught and evidenced on a 
weekly basis and (Y1 - 6) 
 
-Geography lessons taught Autumn 1, Spring 1 and 
Summer 1 
-History lessons taught Autumn 2, Spring 2 and 
Summer 2 
 
-Humanities overviews are planned with a clear end 
product identified from the beginning which all prior 
lessons feed into 
 
-Overviews to support teachers to deliver engaging 
and successful lessons, where a balance of both 
concrete skills and abstract concepts are taught to 
all children 
 
-Plans identify possible engagement 
opportunities/resources to stimulate interest and 
enjoyment 
 
-Each unit of work begins with a warm up 
activity/focus which builds upon previous 
knowledge. This now links to the main unit of work 
and feeds into first lesson teaching. 
 
 

-Children’s progress is tracked half termly using new 
Bromcom system 
 
-Children’s Google Form assessment scores are 
rising each term. Sticker ‘badges’ are consistently 
collected for each topic learnt. 
 
-Book audits evidence that children are able to 
apply a range of skills and concepts to complete an 
end product 
 
-Humanities overview is edited and supports cultural 
capital links. 
 
-Children are prepared for future learning and 
broader life decisions. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
-Updated Humanities topic overviews post Covid-19 
to refresh curriculum and ensure all pupils meet all 
statutory requirements before leaving Primary 
school  
 
-Teachers consistently edit plans to adapt lessons to 
suit the needs of all learners  
 
-Teachers use warm up time during the final lesson 
for children to complete 2 assessments on Google 
Classroom created for each half term unit. 
 
-Children collect sticker “badges” related to each 
assessment they score over 8/10 on. These are 
collected in the back of their Humanities book. 
 
-New staff, NQT and whole staff subject training 
sessions 
 
-Learning walks and book audits to assess the 
teaching of Humanities and ensure misconceptions 
are being addressed and feedback is provided. 
 



 
 
Targets 2020- 21 
 

 

Quality of education: intent, implementation, impact 

 
 
 

Key priority 

Action  Lead responsibility Timescale Resources including 
costs 

Intended Outcomes  Monitoring  

To continue to 
strengthen an 
outstanding 
Humanities curriculum 
for all 
 

-Share with staff 
curriculum overview 
and objectives for 
each key stage 
 
-Edit where necessary 
the existing overviews 
to provide teachers 
with clear objectives 
and outcomes 
 
-Support staff with 
the knowledge and 
understanding of 
new, updated 
Humanities topics and 
provide staff with 
lesson ideas 
 
 

MH Ongoing N/A -All children across 
the school are making 
good or improved 
progress in 
Humanities 
 
-Teachers deliver 
engaging lessons with 
confidence 
 

-Lessons observations 
 
-Teachers feedback 
 
-Lesson plans 
 
-Book audits 
 
-Assessment data 

Ensure teachers have 
secure knowledge and 
understanding of 
Humanities subjects 

-Provide staff with 
plans, lesson ideas, 
and resource 
locations 
-Provide staff with 
end of topic 
assessment which can 
be used to support 

MH Ongoing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N/A -Teachers deliver 
high-quality lessons 
that provide children 
with a balance of 
skills, concepts and 
knowledge 
 
-Children retain key 

-Lessons observations 
 
-Teachers feedback 
 
-Lesson plans 
-Book audits 
 
-Assessment data 



 

planning 
 
-Arrange half termly 
meetings with 
phases/year groups 
to address any 
misconceptions  
 
-Staff training (NQTs 
and new members of 
staff) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring 

information which can 
be built upon as they 
progress throughout 
the school year 
groups 

Behaviours and attitudes 

Key priority Action  Lead responsibility Timescale Resources including 
costs 

Intended Outcomes  Monitoring  

Increase opportunities 
for engagement to 
support pupil 
participation and 
outcomes 

-Make increased links 
in the planning of the 
curriculum to the 
school’s local 
community and area 
 
-Units to have 
suggestions of 
immersive topic days 
and drama activities 
 
-Make links with other 
subject areas, such 
as science, music, 
drama and art and 
collaborate with 
Subject Leads 
 
-Staff training: how to 
use the overviews 
effectively to deliver 
high quality lessons 

MH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MH/Subject Leaders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MH 
 
 
 

Autumn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring 

N/A -Raise the profile of 
Humanities  
 
-Pupil’s long-term 
memory retention will 
improve 
 
-Increased pupil 
interest and 
enjoyment of subject 

-Lessons observations 
 
-Teachers feedback 
 
-Lesson plans 
 
-Book audits 
 
-Assessment data 



 

which engage 
children 
 
-Further opportunities 
for ‘guest speakers’ 
and visitors to share 
specific expertise and 
knowledge with 
children 
(Covid-dependent/via 
Zoom or Meets) 
 
 

 
 
 
MH 

Enhance the diversity 
of the curriculum 
through embedded 
opportunities to learn 
about equality and 
different cultures 

-Adapt curriculum to 
cover a wider range 
of topics which link to  
and raise awareness 
about different 
marginalised histories  
 
-Specific Humanities 
calendar/annual days 
to be marked and 
celebrated where 
appropriated. All year 
groups to learn about 
Black History during 
Black History Month  
 
-Make links to British 
Values in curriculum 
overviews, liaise with 
PSHE SL  
 
-Further opportunities 
for ‘guest speakers’ 
and visitors to share 
specific expertise and 
knowledge with 
children 

 MH (working in 
conjunction with MB) 
 
 
 
 
 
MH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MH 

-Autumn/Ongoing N/A -Raise the profile of 
Humanities  
 
-Provide children with 
opportunities to see 
themselves 
represented in the 
curriculum 
 
-Children will learn 
how to celebrate 
differences 
(promotion of 
tolerance and British 
Values) 
 
-Children’s long-term 
memory retention will 
improve 
 
-Increased pupil 
interest and 
enjoyment of subject 

-Lessons observations 
 
-Teachers feedback 
 
-Lesson plans 
 
-Book audits 
 
-Pupil feedback 



 

(Covid-dependent/via 
Zoom or Meets) in 
lieu of education visits 
 
 
 

Leadership and Management (To include new curriculum, resourcing, parental engagement, areas of action from your monitoring) 

Key priority Action  Lead responsibility Timescale Resources including 
costs 

Intended Outcomes  Monitoring  

To provide children 
with a new and 
updated curriculum 
that teaches a 
balance of skills, 
concepts and 
knowledge within a 
historical or 
geographical context. 

-To adapt and refine 
the school’s 
Humanities 
curriculum post 
Covid-19  
 
-Meet with relevant 
year groups and 
provide teachers with 
guidance and 
resources for brand 
new topics introduced 
this year 

MH (working in 
conjunction with MB) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MH 

Autumn/Ongoing N/A -To ensure pupils 
meet statutory 
requirements before 
leaving Primary 
school 
 
 

-Lessons observations 
 
-Teachers feedback 
 
-Lesson plans 
 
-Book audits 
 
-Pupil feedback 

To ensure consistent 
delivery and staff 
training across the 
school 
 

-Arrange regular 
meetings with all 
members of staff to 
go over planning and 
assessments 
 
-Perform regular book 
audits 
 
-Perform lesson 
observations 
 

MH 
SLT 

Ongoing N/A -Teachers will feel 
empowered to deliver 
engaging and 
memorable lessons 
 
-Teachers will be 
familiar with 
expectations for each 
age group level of 
student progress will 
be consistent across 
the school 
 

-Teacher/SLT 
feedback 

Undertake CPD and -Attend CPD training MH/SLT Ongoing N/A -Improved SL subject -SL lead to review 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

networking events to 
develop SL subject 
knowledge 

opportunities 
 
-Virtually attend REP 
curriculum CPD 
group Geography 
Development 
Program 

 
 
MH (Led by MB) 

 
 
Autumn  

knowledge and 
confidence 
 
-Sessions attended, 
new ideas feed into 
the curriculum at 
Selwyn. 

and reflect on 
learning 

Utilise Humanities 
display spaces to 
raise the profile of 
Humanities, engage 
pupils and celebrate 
achievements  

-Teachers to use 
class Humanities 
learning wall during 
class to highlight and 
model key vocabulary 
during topic learning 
 
-Class displays to be 
changed regularly 
according to topic 
 
-SL to provide training 
to teacher (and 
display examples) on 
how to best utilize this 
feature during whole 
class teaching 
 
-Space on class 
Humanities learning 
wall to showcase and 
celebrate children’s 
work 
 
-Display week  

MH Ongoing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring 

N/A -Raise the profile of 
Humanities  
 
-Children’s long-term 
memory retention will 
improve 
 
-Increased pupil 
interest and 
enjoyment of subject 

-Lessons observations 
 
-Teachers feedback 
 
-Lesson plans 
 
-Book audits 
 
-Pupil feedback 
 
-Assessment data 


