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Upper Key Stage 2 Ideas Portfolio

Geography 
Development Program

A collection of engagement ideas and 
links for teaching geography; designed 

and created for use in upper Key Stage 2 
(Years 5 and 6).



The Geography Subject 
Knowledge Progression 
Matrix uses the targets 
from the Geography KS1 
and KS2 National 
Curriculum to map out 
and identify what a child 
at each age group should 
be working towards 
acquiring.   The following 
planning ideas have been 
created with these 
targets in mind.

Geography Subject Knowledge Progression Matrix



Planning layout

The following planning ideas will use this lay out.  
They are just ideas and can be adapted to suit your 

school and children.

Enquiry: 
Forming the 
learning 
objective as 
a question.

Practical 
Activities: 
Possible 
ideas for 
Year 1 and 
Year 2.

Debate Topics: 
Questions or 
topics designed 
to encourage 
reasoning skills.

Links: Possible 
links to other 
subjects.

Games: Fun 
games to engage 
the children.
          

Entry Points: 
Hooks and 
activities to 
inspire learning.
          



Progression of recorded activities

Each topic also has 
some suggestions for 
written/recorded 
activities.  The 
progression is based 
on Bloom's taxonomy 
and designed to push 
the children forward.  

The further support 
section identifies 
possible resources a 
teacher could use to 
enable children who 
are working behind 
age related 
expectations to access 
the same task.  



Upper Key Stage 2 Ideas Topics
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Area: The Earth in space 

Enquiry Question:  Does the Sun move?

LO: To identify why the Sun appears to move

Yr 5 Practical Activity/Field study:

Yr 6 Practical Activity/Field study:

Entry Points:

Games:

Links:

Debate topics:

On a sunny day, take an inflatable globe and compass out to the 
playground.  Use the compass to align the inflatable globe to the 
actual north and south poles.  Discuss that the Earth is on an axis 
and identify the Arctic and Antarctic circles.  

Scientific investigation -  Link to Year 5 
Unit (Earth and Space).  Mark shadows 
on the ground throughout the day and 
discuss what it means.

What’s the time Mr.Wolf?

Show different pictures of the Sun in the sky 
at different locations. Have the compass 
points marked on the picture.  Can children 
estimate what the time is?

Science - Earth and space

Maths - Measuring time
 

The Sun moves across the sky.

True or false?

On a sunny day, take an inflatable globe and compass out to the 
playground.  Use the compass to align the inflatable globe to the 
actual north and south poles.  Discuss that the Earth is on an axis 
and identify the Arctic and Antarctic circles. Repeat this process 
during different parts of the day to compare the differences.  



Recall

Create  

Understanding
      

Reasoning

Further Support:

Label a diagram of the 
globe from space 

identifying  different 
features: the Earth’s 

axis/tilt, the direction of the 
Sun light etc

Answer these questions.

1) What are the locations in degrees 
of the Arctic and Antarctic circle?

2) What is a midnight sun? 
3) Where could you see a midnight 

sun? 

The Sun moves across the sky

True or false?
Use evidence to explain your answer.

The neverending day...

Create a diary entry as a person 
who lives in a country where 

they experience a midnight sun.  
What would it be like and why?

● List of the 
longitude and 
latitude line 
names.

● Atlas or online 
platform with 
key information 
and statistics.



Area: Mapping the world 

Enquiry Question:  Where on the Earth am I?

LO: To identify lines of latitude and longitude

Yr 5 Practical Activity/Field study:

Yr 6 Practical Activity/Field study:

Entry Points:

Games:

Links:

Debate topics:

Northern and southern hemisphere game.  Teacher calls out 
a country.  Children use a map to identify whether the 
country is in the northern or southern hemisphere. 

Personal Geography - Where have you 
been in the world?  
Discuss family origins and use Google 
Earth to locate different countries.

Where am I?

Use longitude and latitude grid 
references to identify different locations 
around the world. 

Science - Climate

Maths - Grid references
 

We live in the Northern 
Hemisphere.

Prove it.

On the line.  Children “fly” south from the UK on the Greenwich 
Meridian line.  They make a list of all the countries and oceans 
they fly over.  Repeat with different lines of longitude and 
latitude.



Recall

Create  

Understanding
      

Reasoning

Further Support:

Label the key lines of 
longitude and latitude 

on a world map.

Answer these questions.

1) What are the locations in degrees 
of the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn?

2) Name three countries in the 
northern hemisphere 

3) Name three countries in the 
southern hemisphere 

The lines of longitude are 
linked to world’s time zones.

Why?
Use evidence to explain your answer.

Around the world in ...days!

Plan a route around the world using 
grid references and a map to visit 

different countries.  Explain why you 
would want to visit those countries. 

● List of the 
longitude and 
latitude line 
names.

● Atlas or online 
platform with 
key information 
and statistics.



Area: Natural Resources 

Enquiry Question:  What are natural resources?

LO: To identify the importance and use of natural 
resources

Yr 5 Practical Activity/Field study:

Yr 6 Practical Activity/Field study:

Entry Points:

Games:

Links:

Debate topics:

Soil experiment - Look at  different layers of soil, compare healthy 
degraded soil, measure levels of PH and plant different seeds.  Link 
to farming across the world. 

Look at the school lunch for that day.  
Discuss where all the food would have 
originated from.

Picture reveal - Different 
natural resources 

Science - Types of energy, materials, plants 

Maths -  Calculate distances travelled and 
cost.

Natural resources should be 
shared equally.

Agree or disagree?

Farm visit.  Look at crops grown and use of land.  Discuss why certain 
foods only grow in specific places.



Recall

Create  

Understanding
      

Reasoning

Further Support:

Match different words 
(related to natural 
resources) to their 

definitions.

1) Why are natural resources 
important to a country or 
region?

2) What natural resources would 
you find in the United Kingdom?

3) Where do countries get their 
resources from if they do not 
produce them?

Natural resources should be 
shared out equally.

Agree or disagree?

Create a world map showing 
the location of a range of the 
different natural resources.  

● List of different 
natural 
resources

● Word bank 
with key 
language and 
definitions



Area: Biomes and vegetation belts

Enquiry Question:  Why are rainforests important?

LO: To learn where rainforests are located in the world

Yr 5 Practical Activity/Field study:

Yr 6 Practical Activity/Field study:

Entry Points:

Games:

Links:

Debate topics:

Look at examples of desert and rainforest plants EG Cactuses 
and palms.  Try to grow or care for some in the classroom.  
Compare to other plants in the local area.

Art - Tiger in the rainforest
EV to the Zoo - See different animals 
from the rainforest.

What animal lives where? 
Match the animals to the 
different levels of the 
rainforest.

Science - Animals, habitat 
Weather - Climate
Computing - Google 

Rainforests can be 
found all over the world.

Agree or disagree?

Look at examples of desert and rainforest plants EG Cactuses 
and palms.  Try to grow or care for some in the classroom.  Look 
at the climate of the locations these plants are found.  What are 
the similarities and differences.



Recall

Create  

Understanding
      

Reasoning

Further Support:

Label the world’s 
major rainforests 
and deserts on a 

map. 

Answer the following questions.

1) What are the tropics?
2) What are the different 

layers of the rainforest?
3) List the characteristics of 

a rainforest.
 

Show a range of different 
animals.  Do they live in the 
rainforest or the desert? How 

do you know?

     Explain your answers.

Non-Chronological Report

Conduct research into a 
chosen desert or rainforest 

and create a non-chronological 
report. 

● Labelled globe

● Word bank 
with key 
language and 
definitions



Area: South America 

Enquiry Question:  What is in South America?

LO: To identify the key characteristics of South America

Yr 5 Practical Activity/Field study:

Yr 6 Practical Activity/Field study:

Entry Points:

Games:

Links:

Debate topics:

Visit a South American restaurant or try some different 
South American food in class.  Discuss the ingredients and 
the countries they are from.

Read Paddington Bear or use the 
character in lessons.   (He’s from Peru!)
Personal Geography - Is anyone from 
South America or been there?

Globe Tossing - Toss the 3D globe and ask 
children to locate different continents.  
Make it harder by then asking them to 
locate South American countries.

Science - Habitats, rivers, rainforests

History - Mayans, Incas, Aztecs
 

Most of South America is taken 
up by the Amazon forest.

Agree or disagree?

Plan for a South American theme day in class.  Play different 
games, listen to music, try some food and dress up in some 
traditional South American outfits.  Link to the countries they 
are from.



Recall

Create  

Understanding
      

Reasoning

Further Support:

Label the countries of 
South America on a 

map.

Answer these questions.

1) What is the biggest country in 
South America?

2) How many countries are there 
in South America?

3) What is the main language 
spoken in South America?

True or false?

England has the same four 
seasons as the countries in 

South America.

Explain your answer.

Plan a road trip through 
South America.  Create a 
guide including places to 

visit and why. 

● List of South 
American 
countries.

● Atlas or online 
platform with 
key information 
and statistics.



Area: North America (Caribbean) 

Enquiry Question:  Where is the Caribbean?

LO: To identify the key characteristics of the Caribbean

Yr 5 Practical Activity/Field study:

Yr 6 Practical Activity/Field study:

Entry Points:

Games:

Links:

Debate topics:

Visit a Caribbean restaurant or try some different Caribbean 
food in class.  Discuss the ingredients and the countries 
they are from.

Personal Geography - Is anyone 
from Caribbean or been there?

Google Earth

Mix and Match: Show different pictures of 
the physical geographical features in the 
Caribbean and match them to their 
definitions.

Science - Water cycle, climate

History - Diversity, migration
 

Is the Caribbean part of North 
America?

Discuss.

Plan for a Caribbean theme day in class.  Play different games, 
listen to music, try some food and dress up in some traditional 
Caribbean outfits.  Link to the countries they are from.



Recall

Create  

Understanding
      

Reasoning

Further Support:

Label the countries of 
the Caribbean on a 

map.

Answer these questions.

1) What is the biggest country in 
the Caribbean?

2) How many countries are there 
the Caribbean?

3) What is the main language 
spoken in the Caribbean?

What are advantages and 
disadvantages of living on a 

tropical island in the Caribbean?

Explain your answer.

Create a tourist advert to 
promote one of the 

countries in the 
Caribbean.  Include key 
facts and information.  

● List of 
Caribbean 
countries.

● Atlas or online 
platform with 
key information 
and statistics.



Area: Settlements and migration

Enquiry Question:  Why do people migrate?

LO: To understand why people migrate

Yr 5 Practical Activity/Field study:

Yr 6 Practical Activity/Field study:

Entry Points:

Games:

Links:

Debate topics:

Discuss what people need to survive.  Water, warmth, food, fresh air 
etc.  Discuss means of communicating and recreation as well.  
Children design a survival capsule full of things they would need on a 
long journey. 

Book - The boy at the back of the 
class
Personal Geography - Where does 
your family come from?

Where am I from?
Give children clues about a   
country.  They have to guess what 
country it is.

PSHE - Understanding people’s 
circumstances
History - Migration and Vikings

You should always stay in 
the country you were born 

in.

Agree or disagree?

Discuss what people need to survive.  Water, warmth, food, fresh air 
etc  Discuss means of communicating and recreation as well.  
Children design a survival capsule full of things they would need on a 
long journey. Discuss the difference between wants and needs.



Recall

Create  

Understanding
      

Reasoning

Further Support:

Colour a thematic 
map of places where 
people migrate to.

Answer the following questions.

1) What does migrate mean?
2) What is an immigrant?
3) Why might people 

migrate?

True or false?

London does not have many 
migrants. 

Explain your answer.

Create a graph to present data 
about different aspects 

migration. EG: Migration over 
the past 10 years, most 

popular country to migrate to 
etc

● Figures and 
data already 
researched

● Word bank 
with key 
language and 
definitions



Area: Sustainability 

Enquiry Question:  What is sustainability?

LO: To know what sustainability is

Yr 5 Practical Activity/Field study:

Yr 6 Practical Activity/Field study:

Entry Points:

Games:

Links:

Debate topics:

Investigate whether there are any places locally that have been listed by 
the local council for their architectural or historical interest.  Arrange a 
fieldwork visit to make notes and draw these special places.  Discuss how 
they have been or are being preserved and looked after.

Educational Visit - The Crystal, Royal 
Victoria Dock.

Create a campaign to support 
sustainability

What’s the message?  Show the children a 
range of sustainability campaigns.  (Click 
here for some examples).  Ask them to 
discuss the message and issue related to 
the campaign.

English and science: Design and 
create leaflets linked to different 
energy sources.

What kind of future do we 
want?

Discuss

Investigate whether there are any places locally that have been listed by 
the local council for their architectural or historical interest.  Arrange a 
fieldwork visit to make notes and draw these special places.  Discuss how 
they have been or are being preserved and looked after.  Link to making a 
map of the local area when returning to school.

https://eventeem.co.uk/9-eco-friendly-experiential-marketing-campaigns/
https://eventeem.co.uk/9-eco-friendly-experiential-marketing-campaigns/


Recall

Create  

Understanding
      

Reasoning

Further Support:

Match different words 
(related to 

sustainability) to their 
definitions.

Name three things you 
could do to look after the 

planet and explain why you 
choose them.

True or false?

Getting the bus is the best way 
to travel. 

Explain your answer.

Create a 
poster/leaflet/campaign 
relating to or promoting 

an aspect of 
sustainability.

● Glossary of 
different words

● Different types 
of pollution



Map Policy - Year 5/6 

 

Variations:
● A range of different maps for 

example, tourist brochure, 
paper and digital maps, 
storybook maps, atlases.

●  A range of places at different 
scales and with different 
themes, fieldwork in the wider 
and distant locality.

Topographical 
Maps 

Contour lines

Longitude and 
LatitudeOS map symbols

OS maps 
(1:50 000 )

6-figure - grid References


